Vagal dysfunction following endoscopic variceal sclerotherapy.
Sclerotherapy is associated with complications which involve adjacent structures like the pleura. The effect of sclerotherapy on function of the vagus nerve, which lies in close proximity to the thoracic esophagus, is not clear. To study gastric acid secretion as a marker of vagal function in portal hypertensive patients who have undergone sclerotherapy. Portal hypertensive patients who had undergone at least three sessions of sclerotherapy were evaluated by mapping gastric acid-secreting mucosa by the Congo red test and by estimating gastric acid secretion using the modified sham feeding test. Patients with portal hypertension who had never been subjected to endoscopic sclerotherapy were recruited as controls. On Congo red test, complete or substantial reduction in acid-secreting mucosa was observed in eight patients in comparison to none of the controls. Significantly lower acid secretion on modified sham feeding test was observed in these eight patients. A lower gastric acid secretion, probably secondary to vagal dysfunction, is seen in patients who have undergone multiple sessions of sclerotherapy; vagus nerve involvement may be secondary to periesophageal inflammation.